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The distinguished Republican leader
and I have had a number of conversa-
tions about judicial mnominations,
which, in the past, have been a real
dustup. We are going to try to avoid
that this year. We hope to have the
first circuit court nomination approved
before the Presidents Day recess and
will continue to work on district court
trial judges and circuit court judges as
soon as we can.

I personally want the record to re-
flect that I appreciate the President
not sending back four names that were
really controversial, and I think it is
better for the body that the President
did not send up those names. I think
we have to reciprocate in a way that is
appropriate, and we are going to try to
do that by looking at these nomina-
tions as quickly as we can. We are
hopeful and somewhat confident the
President will send us some good cir-
cuit court nominees.

Once we have disposed of the nomina-
tions, we will resume debate,
postcloture, on H.R. 2, the minimum
wage bill. A vote on this matter should
occur this afternoon. I will discuss that
with the Republican leader so that
Members will have notice as to when
that vote will occur.

After we complete action on the min-
imum wage bill, there will be an imme-
diate cloture vote on the motion to
proceed to S. Con. Res. 2, the bipar-
tisan Iraq resolution. Last night, I
asked consent that we vitiate that clo-
ture vote. We are still working on that
to see if we can work something out
with the Republicans as to whether we
have that vote. Most Democrats will
vote against going forward on that
since there is now another matter that
will come before the Senate, at the lat-
est on Monday. But we are working on
that. I acknowledged last night, as did
the Republican leader, that the final
language of the new matter, which
Senator LEVIN introduced last night,
was just finalized at 8:30 p.m., 9 p.m.
last night, so I understand why we
can’t get anything definitely from the
minority leader at this time.

I would also say that we have now in
the Senate a continuing resolution
which passed the House by approxi-
mately 290 votes. We are ready to move
forward on that. We have to complete
that legislation by February 15, the
Presidents Day recess, or the Federal
Government is closed, and no one
wants that to happen. So we are going
to move forward on that. What we
would like to do is move forward on it
by unanimous consent. I understand
that is not something that is going to
happen, or at least at this stage, but at
least we are ready to move forward as
quickly as possible. The more quickly
we dispose of that, the more time we
can spend on Iraq, if, in fact, we want
to spend more time on Iraq. At the
least, next week is set aside so that we
can debate Iraq. What we hope is that
we can have a number of competing
resolutions, whether it is two, three,
four, whatever it is, and to get consent
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that we would use these vehicles for de-
bate.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.J. RES. 20 AND S. 470

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before I
turn this over to the Republican lead-
er, there are two bills at the desk for a
second reading, is my understanding.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

The clerk will report the measures by
title for the second time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 20) making
further continuing appropriations for the fis-
cal year 2007, and for other purposes.

A bill (S. 470) to express the sense of Con-
gress on Iraq.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings at this time
with respect to these bills en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Pursuant to rule XIV, the meas-
ures will be placed on the calendar.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

SENATOR JIM BUNNING

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, the
majority leader mentioned the baseball
career of my colleague from Kentucky,
JIM BUNNING, and we are immensely
proud of him in the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, not only as a great U.S.
Senator but also somebody who lit-
erally put our State on the map during
his athletic career.

I might say to these young pages
here, Senator BUNNING is not only a
hall of famer in baseball, he is a hall of
famer in life. He has 9 wonderful chil-
dren, 35 grandchildren, maybe even
some beyond that. So it is an extraor-
dinary Kentucky family, and I wish to
acknowledge with gratitude the obser-
vations the majority leader made of
my colleague, Senator BUNNING.

——
NOMINATIONS AND IRAQ

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
also wish to thank the majority leader
for his remarks about circuit court
judges. We all know the confirmation
of circuit court judges became unneces-
sarily, it seems to me and I think
seems to him, contentious at various
times in recent years. I think we are
off to a good start this year.

Each of the last three Presidents
ended his term with the U.S. Senate in
the hands of the opposition party. Each
of these last three Presidents received
an average of 17 circuit court judicial
confirmations during those last 2 years
even though the Senate was in the
hands of the opposition party.

As Senator REID has indicated, the
President has not forwarded several
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nominations that were contentious in
the last session, and I thank the major-
ity leader for his indication that we
will move forward with Randy Smith,
who is the nominee for the Ninth Cir-
cuit, before the Lincoln recess. That is
an indication of good faith on his part,
which is greatly appreciated by me and
others on our side.

With regard to Iraq, as the majority
leader indicated, we continue to be in
discussions about how to craft that de-
bate. We certainly agree the debate
will occur next week, and we are trying
to reach a consent agreement that
would allow us to have several dif-
ferent options that would reflect the
sentiment of most Members of the Sen-
ate about the current situation in Iraq
and the decision to go forward and try
to quiet the capital city of Baghdad. So
those discussions will continue
throughout the day.

With that, Mr. President, I yield the
floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business until 11:45 a.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the first 30 minutes under the control
of the Republicans and the second 30
minutes under the control of the ma-
jority.

The Senator from Kentucky.

———————

ROLE OF AMERICAN DIPLOMACY

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I
thank the majority leader and the mi-
nority leader for their nice words. They
might disagree on certain issues, but I
am glad they agree on one thing—that
I finally made it to the U.S. Senate
after spending 12 years in the House
and did have a private and professional
life prior to service here in the Federal
Government. I thank both Senators.

As we prepare to discuss the war in
Iraq, I would like to take a couple of
minutes to discuss the issue of personal
responsibility, civility, and the role of
American diplomacy.

Since the founding of our great Na-
tion, we have had a long and proud tra-
dition of international diplomacy. Our
diplomacy has taken many forms,
whether it is through official state vis-
its or through less formal channels,
such as congressional delegations trav-
eling to individual countries. What we
all need to remember is that when we
are on a trip to a foreign country, we
act as American diplomats. This is
something which I would like my col-
leagues to remember, especially when
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